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As a child, there was the anticipation as the afternoon 
school bells rang for Christmas vacation to begin and 
that week leading up to December 25th would seem 
like an eternity.  Time stood still!  Today, as I sit at my 
desk reflecting over the events of this past year, it 
seems as though I just blinked my eyes and it is 
coming to a fast end.  Closing my eyes for a moment, I 
wonder what happened that time now moves so 
quickly   Hmmm ... those days as a child.
 
2018, while another productive and successful year, 
was by far our most challenging.  It began with 
unexpected equipment failure, saw the official 
opening of our Retreat Center and closed reaching a 
major milestone on November 8th.  It was on that 
date ten years ago that Niagara Heritage of Hope and 
Service began.  Always operating efficiently, the Board 
had to make some difficult decisions to scale back on 
projects and programs to offset the unexpected 
equipment expenses.  When the board sat down to 
discuss our year end, we realized we needed to keep 
our Christmas message simple.  So in place of  mailing 
Christmas cards and a colorful newsletter with 
pictures and a recap of the year, Florian, Eda, Ken, 
Melanie and I shared with you our personal journey 
and message of why we are a part of Niagara Heritage 
of Hope and Service.   Now we share our year in review 
through pictures.  I hope you enjoy this look back as 
much as I did.  
 
Peace and blessings, 
Marg



The year began with the donation of three (3) glass cases which are now in the History 
room and the thrift store.  Thank you John Doran, Senior Manager of the Fashion Outlets,         

Niagara Falls, NY for this donation.  The cases have been put to good use.

Starting 2018 out with two inoperable boilers, the  immediate need was to find a company 
that not only could fix boilers; one that would be willing to work with us on the best possible 

price.  Through a referral, we found that with Pete Murray and Swimmin' With the Fishes.

In February, Pete and his crew installed 
a new boiler in the Retreat Center after 

Pete secured the manufacturer's 
warranty for a replacement.  They also 
repaired (instead of installing a new) 

church boiler.   Paying for parts for the 
church and labor for both saved the 

organization close to $20,000.  
 

Thank you Pete and Jacob!

January and February

Boiler removed from 
the Retreat Center New Retreat Center boiler

New church boiler unitsOld church boiler units



Eagle Scout Project, Jacob Eddy - April 2018

Jacob Eddy, a Junior at Canisius 
High School, was required to 

complete a project to officially 
become an Eagle Scout.   God 
bless him - he chose  Historic 

Holy Trinity!  
 

I met with Jacob and his mom on 
a couple occasions to discuss 

what our needs were and what 
the scouts could do to help.  

 
It was Jacob's responsibility to 

assess the situation, identify  

what he would need to complete 
the project, recruit volunteers, 
solicit donations and funding 
and lead the project and 
volunteers.   
 
Jacob chose to clean and 
organize five rooms in the 
basement of the Business Center 
and one room in the lower level 
of the school.
 
The date was set - April 7, 2018. 

December 20, 2018 
After board review, Jacob (with his parents 

above) officially became an Eagle Scout!



Eagle Scout Project, Jacob Eddy - April 2018



The Senior Class of St. Mary's H.S., Lake Leelanau, Michigan
April 26 and 27, 2018

The senior class from St. Mary's High School, Lake Leelanau, Michigan were given the opportunity to 
choose where they would like to go on their senior trip.  They got to work and searched the Internet 
for locations.  They made their decision of Niagara Falls after finding us, Historic Holy Trinity, and 
reading about who we are and our mission.   
 
Most of these 13 students have been together since Kindergarden so this trip was going to mean so 
much for them.  It would be one of the last times they would all be together before graduation.   
 
These amazing young men and women spent two days at the complex.  The weather was in the mid-
50's, perfect for outdoor projects such as raking leaves, picking up garbage, cleaning the garage, 
putting away winter items and start bringing out summer items.  
 
Not only did they accomplish those tasks, they completed two projects that have been on our wish list 
for "some day".  They turned a room on the 3rd floor of the Business Center into a small chapel; 
painting it, setting up two pews, two kneelers and a tabernacle, all items that were in storage in the 
church.  They also designed, purchased materials for and built new strong and secure doors to the 
basement of the church. 
 
 Of course, we couldn't have them leave Niagara Falls  before they enjoyed a taste of Western New 
York with pizza and Buffalo chicken wings.  





Retreat Center Officially Opened - May 2018

Opening the Retreat Center has always been a 
part of our plan.  Each year, we would move a 
step closer, however, there always seemed to be 
something going on at the complex that took 
precedence.  So after need to replace the boiler 
in February, we knew it was time to make it 
happen.   Determined, and with the help of 
volunteers and the power of prayer, we moved 
forward with necessary updates and security 
measures (locks were installed on bedroom 
doors).  
 
It didn't take long for there to be interest.  At the 
end of February, even though we hadn't 
"officially" opened our doors, we hosted 
members of the Gadawski Family who were in 
town for the memorial celebration of their 
patriarch Ed Gadawski.  
 
On Holy Thursday, two women stopped in to say 
a prayer.  They had just arrived in town from PA 
where the daughter Susana lived.  Susana was 
traveling with her mom Yoly, who was visiting 
from Honduras.  Learning that they did not have 
reservations, we opened our doors to them.   
 
Students from St. John's University and their 
leaders, Meg and Danielle, stayed at the Retreat 
Center the week of May 12.   They spent the 
week working in the community at Heart, Love 
and Soul, St. Mary's Hospital, the Magdeline 
Project, Catholic Academy and here at Historic 
Holy Trinity.  It was because of their stay with us 
that we learned a pipe in the wall split at the 
seams and water was running to the basement.  
Had they not been with us, we may not have 
known of this issue.  Thankfully, J.A. Brundidge, 
the Drain Doctor, replaced the pipe, averting 
further damage, mold and hefty water bills.  



St. John's University - May 2018


